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La Voz de La Conexión

March 2022
La Voz, a Spanish term for “the voice,” is the monthly news digest for La Conexión.
Connect with us on Facebook
Welcome to the monthly news digest for La Conexión. Please consider donating by
clicking on the red donate button on our website.

La Conexión News
Working for Covid Safety and
Pandemic Relief
La Conexión Covid safety and relief efforts have been recognized by the Hispanic
Federation in Washington, D.C. For a second year, the Foundation awarded La
Conexión $25,000 to continue our Covid related work. The grant focuses on distributing
relief funds and fighting vaccine hesitancy. La Conexión is prioritizing low-income
essential workers who were not eligible for government relief funds. The educational
component focuses on dispelling myths related to vaccine safety, increasing access to
vaccines; informing the community about children's vaccinations ( which remains low);
and the need to continue using masks, keeping distance, and other safety precautions.
We are also distributing masks and rapid tests.

IN 2021 LA CONEXIÕN
DISTRIBUTED $51,600 (FIFTY
ONE THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED
DOLLARS) IN COVID RELIEF
FUNDING TO ESSENTIAL
WORKERS EXCLUDED FROM
GOVERNMENT RELIEF FUNDS.
ARRIBA LA CONEXIÕN!
ARRIBA OUR IMMIGRANT
ESSENTIAL WORKERS!

Immigration reform now!—News
from the NW OH Immigrant
Rights Network
Please visit the Network’s
Facebook page

La Conexión and its allies in the NW OH Immigrant Rights Network have partnered with
national and state faith leaders and organizations to push for immigration reform. This
month we met with Senator Brown and Drew Martineau, who is in charge of the
senator’s immigration portfolio, and with Chris Mitchell, who is in charge of Senator
Portman’s immigration portfolio. We emphasized that there is ample on-the-ground
consensus to open up legalization channels for immigrants and DACA-Dreamers already
in the country. The problem seems to lie in Congress where representatives submerged
in their infights remain disconnected from the realities and needs of everyday people
and our economies.
We need your help. Our Congressional representatives need to hear from their
constituencies. It is a shame to use immigrant workers’ labor while denying them the
most basic right to live and work in the USA with proper documentation. How can we
justify having the DACA-Dreamers in limbo? HELP US push Congress to open up a path
to legalize immigrant workers in the USA.
CALL: Senator Portman
(202) 224-3353
Senator Brown
(202) 224-2315
Rep. Bob Latta
(202) 225-6405
Let them know that we want legal residency and a path to citizenship for the
undocumented immigrants in the country, DACA-Dreamers and TPS (temporary
protected status) holders.

Fighting Food Insecurity
La Conexión received a grant from the A.B. Mufleh Foundation to fight food insecurity.
The grant awarded $2,200 and will allow La Conexión to assist eight low-income families
with school-aged children. Thank you, A.B. Mufleh Foundation for this support for our
families!

La Conexión Community
Organizer profile: Silena Lyn
Carmona
Silena was born in Brownsville, Texas, to Mexican parents. The family remained in
Brownsville until Silena was six years old and then moved to Mexico D.F. Silena came
back to the USA when she was 14 to live with her aunt. With her aunt, Silena followed
the migrant stream for many years, coming and going from Ohio and other states back
to Texas. She finally settled down in Ohio when she was 22 years old. She worked as a
teacher for the Migrant Head Start agency for about five years, working with migrant
children from 0 to 5 years old. She later married and had two children. Silena began
working with La Conexión in 2019 as a community organizer. She lives in Fremont and
is in charge of the Eastern part of the NW Ohio region. “What I love about this work is to
help the community,” she says. “It is my community and the needs are immense, and I
feel I need to give back. I feel La Conexión is doing great work being a voice for the
community, fighting for our rights, and serving the community needs.”

Silena, first on the right, during La Conexión’s Covid relief efforts in Sandusky
County

National and International
News
National Immigration Forum Score
Card on President Biden’s First
Year in Office
This report evaluates the administration’s progress, and lack thereof, on immigration
reform. This is a long-form report which covers the following immigration topics:
Opportunities for Earned Legalization, Opportunities for Legal Immigration, Treating
Vulnerable Migrants With Compassion, Effective Border Security, Enforcing
Immigration Laws Judiciously.

Ukrainians in U.S. Need TPS or
DED, National Security Leaders
Say, Council on National Security
and Immigration
This press release calls on the Biden administration to grant Temporary Protected
Status or Deferred Enforced Departure for Ukrainians so they do not have to return to
worsening conditions in their country.

Become Involved with La Conexión!
We are looking for additional volunteers who are interested in advocacy, educational
programming, communications, and other tasks. Anyone interested in becoming
involved, please contact: laconexionwc@gmail.com.

Giving to La Conexión
La Conexión, a 501(c)3 organization, can accept taxdeductible donations. You can donate by clicking the red
"Donate" button on our website. All proceeds benefit La
Conexión.

Follow Us.

Donations can also be
made by mail at:
La Conexión
P.O. Box 186
Bowling Green, OH 43402

Contact Us.
P.O. Box 186
Bowling Green, OH 43402
(419) 308-2328
laconexionwc@gmail.com

