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La Voz de La Conexión

April 2022
La Voz, a Spanish term for “the voice,” is the monthly news digest for La Conexión.
Connect with us on Facebook
Welcome to the monthly news digest for La Conexión. Please consider donating by
clicking on the red donate button on our website.

La Conexión News
ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT:
SUCCESSFUL SMALL
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
WORKSHOP
It is common for La Conexión to receive questions about how to start a small business in
this country. About six years ago, we held our first workshop on this topic in collaboration
with the Small Business Development Center in Columbus, who at that time was able to
offer the workshop in Spanish. This year, we partnered with the Toledo Chamber of
Commerce Small Business Development Center. The Center now has a bilingual
business counselor, Paula Avila, who is from Mexico and is a graduate from the
University of Michigan. The two-hour workshop was a success. Participants packed the
room at the First Presbyterian Church, where La Conexión has its office. Ms. Avila
presented on the nuts and bolts of starting a business and encouraged participants to
set up individual meetings with her at the Chamber for additional counseling specific to
their line of business. This training is a part of a training series on economic
empowerment issues that will be offered this year by La Conexión to the community.
“How to build a good credit history” will be offered in May.

MEMBER PROFILE: JOSÉ
MARTINEZ

José was born in Aguas Calientes, a rural area of Mexico. Life was not easy and José
dreamt of a better future. At 17 years old he decided to migrate to the USA. He came to
work on a dairy farm in Michigan. After 22 years, that is the work he continues to do.
Now living in Weston, José is supervisor at a dairy farm in the area. “That is the work I
like to do,” he says. “I always worked with livestock, out in the fields. I worked two weeks
in a plant and I felt trapped inside, like a bird in a cage. I feel free outside.” The work on
dairy farms is very hard. Usually workers follow a 12 hour-day schedule, and rotate
between day and night hours every single month. José is married and has five children.
About 5 years ago, José enrolled in citizenship classes with La Conexion. José is proud
to say that although he had only completed 4th grade in Mexico, he was able to pass the
exam and became a citizen after two hard years of study and perseverance. “I will never
forget the way the organization helped me without asking for anything in exchange,” he
says. “You have my gratitude for ever.”

LA CONEXION COMMUNITY
ORGANIZER PROFILE: NORMA
VAZQUEZ

Norma distributing Covid masks and sanitation products to agriculture workers during
the heart of the pandemic.
Norma Vazquez has been a community organizer for La Conexión since 2016. Norma
was born in Tamaulipas, Mexico. She worked in meatpacking and a variety of other jobs.
After having two children, she began to work only part-time to spend more time with
family, while making tamales and taking care of other children to contribute some income
to the family. In 2012 she got news that a Latinx organization was being established. She
came to a meeting at Beatriz Maya’s home and was hooked! It was a dream of her’s to
be a part of a group that would help the community, and this was it. Norma also offered
her own house for the monthly meetings that were taking place to plan the
establishment of the organization. She was one of the first students registered for the
organization’s English as a Second Language classes that began in 2013. It was one of
her goals to learn English really well and she has made outstanding progress. She is
also proud of maintaining Spanish at home and being able to raise two bilingual children.
About her work with La Conexión, she says she loves to meet immigrants from many
countries, learn about different cultures, learn about people’s needs and the many
obstacles they face when they don’t know the system or don’t speak the language. In a
recent case, Norma helped two pregnant women access financial assistance. “The
women were not getting prenatal care because they could not pay the medical fees; now
they do and those babies will be healthy!” she says. “These types of cases give me a lot
of satisfaction because not knowing how to access resources and how to navigate the
system make your life very, very, difficult.” It is also important for her to teach her own
children that we should help those who come after us. “One last thing,” she says. “What
I have loved about working with La Conexión is also that it gave me the opportunity for
safe exchanges with the community at large. I have met wonderful non-Latinx people
who have shown us so much love and support, it opened my eyes, not all is hate and
discrimination.”

BOOK FIESTA COMING UP
APRIL 30th! WITH THE WOOD
COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY
Book Fiesta is back after two years of the pandemic! Once again, La Conexión and the
Wood County District Public Library will offer this wonderful family event, free and open
to the community, Saturday, April 30, 2-4 p.m. at the Wood County District Public Library
in Bowling Green.

National and International
News
“Biden administration aims to
lift pandemic border restriction
known as Title 42,” NPR
In this interview (which includes a short audio clip), Title 42 is discussed. Title 42 was a
Trump-era policy that used the auspices of COVID to allow Border Control and
Customs to expel 1.7 million people from the U.S. border in a two year period. Biden
aims to end Title 42 in May.

“Biden administration finalizes new
rule reshaping US asylum
system,” CNN
From the article:
“The Biden administration will soon release a federal regulation that overhauls the US
asylum system to settle claims at a faster pace and help alleviate the immigration court
backlog.
The new rule gives asylum officers more authority by allowing them to hear and decide
asylum claims -- cases that are usually assigned to immigration judges -- when
migrants present at the US southern border. The regulation applies to migrants who
are subject to expedited removal. Unaccompanied children are exempt.”

Become Involved with La Conexión!
We are looking for additional volunteers who are interested in advocacy, educational
programming, communications, and other tasks. Anyone interested in becoming
involved, please contact: laconexionwc@gmail.com.

Giving to La Conexión
La Conexión, a 501(c)3 organization, can accept taxdeductible donations. You can donate by clicking the
black and white “Donate” button on our website. All
proceeds benefit La Conexión.

Follow Us.

Donations can also be
made by mail at:
La Conexión
P.O. Box 186
Bowling Green, OH 43402
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(419) 308-2328
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